
 

 

 

 

  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hi Everyone, 
I just wanted to provide you with some MEC Updates: 

1. Thank you to everyone who attended the Mideast Chapter Membership Meeting in Indianapolis at 
WOCNext® 2026.  

a. 79 members attended our meeting in person, and 4 members joined us virtually.  
b. We had many first-time attendees who got to meet other MEC members at the meeting.  
c. Please scroll down to view the picture from the meeting. 

2. The MEC will not have a fall conference due to WOCNext® being in Indianapolis, but we will be holding 
a 1-day educational symposium in Cincinnati on September 19, 2026.  Scroll down for more 
information on the symposium. 

3. Scroll down to view the Calendar of Upcoming Events, so you won’t miss these events. 
 

Enjoy the rest of your summer and we’ll see you in Cincinnati! 
Patti Burke, BSN, RN, CWOCN 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT UPDATE       

November is coming quickly.  Thinking about submitting a poster  at WOCNext 2027?  Check out Carol Bauer’s 
presentation on our YouTube channel.  

“Taking an idea to abstract and then a poster. “ 

Please check it out.  https://wwxtw.youtube.com/@mideastchapterofthewocn. 

We look forward to seeing you in Cincinnati for our first ever Mideast Chapter Symposium!  Be part of history.   

Tracy Swift BSN, RN, CPN, CWOCN.  
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DIRECTOR #1 UPDATE 

   

Membership Minute with Betsy Kulling, Director #1 

Quick reminder of our Partners in Practice - Join us!  See the Calendar of Events for topics and times. 

Join Here: https://meet.google.com/ero-mbuw-owu 

Don’t forget to follow us on social media! Look for the MEC on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn! 

Betsy Kulling 
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https://www.instagram.com/mideastchapterwocnsociety/
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DIRECTOR #2 UPDATE 
Mideast Chapter News: Awards, Scholarships & WOCNext 2027 

Hello, Mideast Chapter WOC Nurses!  Director #2 here! I wanted to share a few important reminders and 
celebrate the outstanding accomplishments of our chapter members. 

Consider sharing your work at WOCNext 2027:  Have you completed a research project, quality improvement 
initiative, case study, or practice innovation?   We encourage you to submit an abstract for the WOCNext 
2027!  Abstract Submission Deadline: November 1, 2026 

Celebrating Our 2026 Award Recipients:  The following members were recognized during WOCNext 2026 for 
their outstanding contributions: 

Poster Awards:  Our chapter proudly presented 11 posters at WOCNext 2026. Congratulations to our 
award winners! 

• Charlotte Toombs:  Use of a Modified Wound Manager for Complicated Abdominal Surgical 
Wounds: A Practice Innovation 

• Bethany Feeney:  Continuity of Care in Fistula Management: Inpatient and Outpatient WOC Nurse 
Collaboration 

Advanced Practice Scholarship:    Hannah Hougland 
Jeff Bish Scholarship:                        Hannah Hougland 
WOC Nurse of the Year:                   Patti Burke 
Professional Educator of the Year: Lisa Berning 
Manufacturer of the Year:               Kelly Burcsak, Byram Healthcare 

Congratulations to each of our recipients! Thank you for your dedication to advancing WOC nursing and for 
the many ways you strengthen our profession and our Mideast Chapter. 

We look forward to recognizing even more of our members next year. Be sure to submit your abstract, apply 
for an award or scholarship, and help us make WOCNext 2027 another outstanding year for the Mideast 
Chapter! 

Michele Kessie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR #3 UPDATE 
2026 Mideast Chapter of the WOCN® Society Symposium 



6 Continuing Education Hours 
         

This conference is for nurses in all settings working with patients with wounds, ostomies and/or continence 
issues. We also invite APRNs, PAs, nurse managers, nurse administrators, nurse educators and physical 
therapists. Nursing students are always welcome. 

   
Contact "Mideast Chapter" with questions:  mideastregionwocn@gmail.com 

Lisa Berning 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DIRECTOR #4 UPDATE 

Elections 

2026 Elections for Secretary, Treasurer, Director #2, Director #4 are closed.  Thank you to everyone who took 
the time to vote.  Results will be announced soon.     

 Ashley Begarly 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Calendar of Events 

• August 13 1:00-2:00 pm:  “Understanding Microclimate: Using Support Surface Technology to reduce 
Moisture-Related Skin Injury” 

o Joyce Black, PhD, RN, FAAN, CWS 
o Free – preregister in the WOCN Continuing Education Center 

• September 19, 2026 7:00 am-6 pm:  MEC Educational Symposium, Cincinnati, Ohio 

• October 3, 2026:  WOCN Ostomy Education Day  

mailto:mideastregionwocn@gmail.com


• October 12, 2026:  Partners in Practice - “Utilizing Ostomy Resources” 
o Linda Coulter, MS, RN, CWOCN 

 


